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nient will admit of. You will observe upon reference to the charterparties that
the Coast and Bay ships this season carry half kintlage in iron, the other
half must necessarily be made up in saltpetre, but if you shall happen to
want a sufficient quantity of bales, in such case the charterparty tonnage is
to be compleated in saltpetre. In loading the several ships you are, agreeable
to our repeated directions, to put every one as nearly as you can upon the
same footing in point of tonnage.
37.    Altho' we do not propose by this conveyance to make any obser-
vations   upon   the   general   occurrences   of   your   Presidency,   yet   there   is
one circumstance of so interesting and alarming a nature that we cannot
avoid  taking  this  immediate  notice  of  it.   We  mean  the  mutiny  in  the
army3  as advised in your letters of the 27th of February and the  19th of
March last received by the Pigot.   As the  late Nabob  Meer  Cossim was
drove out of the provinces and his reception by the King and Shuja Dowla
seemed to be favourable rather through the influence of his money than on
any other consideration, there was great probability you had no reason to
apprehend any considerable troubles from that quarter, provided the array
had continued firm in their duty.   But it is with the utmost concern we
observe, Meer Cossim had as you expected made use of this unhappy disorder
as an argument to persuade Shujah Dowla to espouse his interest and invade
Bengal, and that preparations were making by those powers accordingly.   At
the same time it is some satisfaction to us to find you had little doubt of
defeating all the attempts of Shujah Dowla, should he even continue the
design of marching towards Bengal when good order was restored in the
army.   Your last letter informs us Major Carnac was using his endeavours
with the troops  accordingly,  and happy  shall we be in  learning by  your
next advices that he had effectually succeeded in this salutary and necessary
work.   Your requesting Commodore Tinker to remain with and assist you
with  his   marines   and   the  detaining   on   this   occasion   that  part   of  the
Bombay   detachment   which   had   not   left   the   River,   were   very   proper
measures and we hope their junction with the army will have answered your
expectations.
38.    We can only learn by your said letters that the mutiny took its rise
among the European soldiers and afterwards extended to the seapoys on their
conceiving they were injured in their share of a donation promised them by
the Nabob.   The commission officers do not appear to have been concerned
in this mutiny whereas if the grievance had been general, we must suppose
we  should have heard something of  their  discontent;  but  as  that seems
not to be the case, we apprehend if they had attended properly to  their
duty, they might have  discovered this  mutinous  spirit in the troops  and
quelled it in time to have prevented the complying with their unreasonable
demands.
39.    We have that confidence in the abilitys and influence of Major Carnac
as to give us good reason to hope he has succeeded in removing the late
mutinous disorder; however, it is highly incumbent on you, and we shall
accordingly expect you will take every prudent measure you can think of
to allay and keep down the spirit so inconsistent with true discipline and
which as you rightly observe had well nigh thrown our affairs into greater
danger than all the strength of our enemys.